
Thursday, June 23, 2011

A big Camp Luther HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY to Junior camper 
Joshua Harlan!

Hope you have 
a wonderful 
birthday!

Camp Luther Beacon
Jesus Chooses Us

"You did not choose me 
but I chose you.

(John 15:16)

Director's	  Message:
“Cause	  every	  girl’s	  crazy	   ‘bout	  a	  sharp	  dressed	  man”-‐-‐-‐
ZZ	  Top

There	  are	  two	  big	  events	  going	  on	  at	  camp	  
this	  evening-‐-‐-‐the	  Intermediate/Senior	  dance	  
and	  the	  Junior’s	  Kangaroo	  Court	   	  (BTW	  
Juniors-‐-‐-‐get	  used	  to	  this	  word….”GUILTY!”)	   	  
These	  two	  events	  combined	  to	  make	  Thursday	  
night	  my	  favorite	  night	  when	  I	  was	  a	  camper	  
back	  when	  the	  dinosaurs	  ruled	  the	  earth.

Tonight	  you	  will	  see	  Intermediates	  and	  
Seniors	  (and	  yes,	  even	  Staff)	  “stylin’	  and	  
profilin’”	  all	  the	  way	  down	  the	  hill.	   	   It’s	  truly	  
amazing	  to	  realize	  that	  the	  same	  campers	  that	  
were	  covered	  in	  mud	  and	  shaving	  cream	  on	  

Monday	  will	   look	  like	  they’re	  heading	  to	  a	  debutante	  ball	  tonight.	   	  But	  
here’s	  your	  challenge-‐-‐-‐try	  to	   look	  past	  the	  decorations	  and	  see	  the	  real	  
person	  you’re	  dancing	  with	  this	  evening.	   	  We	  can’t	   	  all	  be	  tall,	  thin	  and	  
good-‐looking	  (Strike	  three	  for	  your	   lovable	  director!)	  but	  we	  are	  all	  
children	  of	  God	  and	  I	  will	  tell	  you	  that	   if	  you	  asked	  me	  to	  name	  the	  most	  
beautiful	  people	  I	  know,	  physical	  beauty	  would	  not	  even	  be	  part	  of	  the	  
conversation.	   	   If	  Jesus	  can	  look	  past	  our	  faults	  and	  love	  us	  for	  who	  we	  
are,	  then	  why	  can’t	  we	  do	  the	  same	  for	  others?

And	  Juniors,	  all	   I	  can	  ask	   is	  that	  you	  have	  a	  sense	  of	  humor	  and	  enjoy	  the	  
evening.	   	  With	  the	  notorious	  “hangin’	   judge”	  presiding,	   I	  don’t	   like	  your	  
chances	  of	  being	  found	  innocent.	   	  Your	  true	  saving	  grace	  (there’s	  that	  
word	  again)	   is	  that	  when	  this	  happens	  for	  real	  at	  the	  end	  of	  your	  days,	  
your	   lawyer	  will	  be	  Jesus	  Christ	  himself-‐-‐-‐and	  he’s	  never	   lost	  a	  case!	   	  

Have	  a	  great	  rest	  of	  the	  day!	   	   Mizpah,
	   	   	   	   	   Mike

Daily Bible Text  

Luke 19:1-10 (NIV 1984)

Zacchaeus the Tax Collector

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  
A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he 
was a chief tax collector and was wealthy.  He 
wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short 
man he could not, because of the crowd.  So he 
ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to 
see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and 
said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your house today.”   
So he came down at once and welcomed him 
gladly.

All the people saw this and began to mutter, 
"He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’”

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, 
"Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four 
times the amount.”

Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to 
this house, because this man, too, is a son of 
Abraham.   For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save what was lost.”

Last Night's Activities 

Bees, the Leaning Tower of Pisa, and a 77 Chrysler 
were just a few of the clues for the Junior scavenger 
hunt. It was a tough one, but the Juniors were super 
smart, congrats! Hot Dog, that cookout food was 
delicious. Thanks staff, for making our food last 
night.  We also enjoyed an all camp Vespers at the 
pool. The Gospel was present, Praise Be!!! Only a 
few more days, let’s make “It” count.

The intermediate program enjoyed a revival from 
former Dean “Fraaa-ank” Whitehouse’s days last 
night: Family Feud!!!! After 12 competitive games 
Mary’s and Anna’s groups met for the Final Round. 
When all was said and done, Anna’s group was 
VICTORIOUS, edging out the competition by 1 point 
in the “Fast Money Final Five” round.  
CONGRATULATIONS to the 2011 Intermediate 
program Family Feud Champions. You have a 
surprise waiting for you later….   

“We love our Juniors!” That was the word in Senior 
Camp last night after the Junior/Senior Weenie 
Roast. It was fun for the “big” kids to teach the “little” 
kids some new songs, and we loved learning the 
Juniors’ songs, too!  Mizpah in Covenant Hollow 
was a meaningful ceremony where we learned of 
the legacy of Camp Luther and we helped prepare 
for the future for Campers to come!

Senior Class Update
True colors came through in Senior 
Camp as we learned about ourselves 
and our friends -- are you a Blue? 
Orange? Gold? Green?  We also 
learned that a few moments of silent 
reflection can help bring everything 
into focus.

Weather Forecast:
Today we are expecting a high of 77 degrees 
with a chance of rain in the afternoon.

AFTERNOON  ACTIVITIES:

It's another busy afternoon at Camp Luther!

The Juniors can come to Upper Burton at 
2:45 for an exciting game of silly soccer.  

There is a flag football game for Intermediates 
at 2:45 on the upper ballfield.

The Seniors vs Staff ultimate frisbee game will 
take place on the front lawn at 3pm.
  

Creek Stomp today for anyone 
that is interested!  Meet Sharon, 
the Nature Lady, at 2pm in front 
of the White House.  

Yesterday's Sports Recap:

The Seniors vs Juniors soccer 
match proved to be fun for all.  
When the smoke on the nets 

cleared, the teams were tied 4 to 4.  The 
juniors worked well together and 
combined goals from Landon, Eric, Sarah 
and Sophie.  The game was kept clean by 
special guest, Referee Don Sincell.  A big 
thanks to him for making the trip to 
camp.

The Intermediates' trip to the lake was 
cancelled due to transportation issues.  
The anglers of Camp Luther were treated 
to a Nature Lady Creek Stomp.  The trip 
to the lake for boating & fishing has 
been rescheduled for Friday afternoon.

What's Happening Tonight?
The Junior campers will be going for court 
appearances this evening, Kangaroo Court that is.  
The Honorable Rollin P. Bohn will be presiding over 
what is sure to be a fun night.  

Tonight is 
highly 
anticipated BIG 
DANCE for the 
Seniors & 
Intermediates. 

Meet Erin & Matthew
Erin O'Neil is freshly out of senior camp and extremely 
excited to be a part of the intermediate staff! She attends 
Radford University in Radford, Virginia during the school year, 
and lives with her family, including her adorably fluffy cat in 
Charleston, WV during the summers. Erin feels like "Camp 
Luther is truly her home away from home and one of the most 
amazing experiences for people all ages!"

Matthew Vatalare is excited to be back to Camp Luther after coming here as a Camper for 8 
years.  He is excited to be a Counselor for the 
Intermediate Program!  Go INTERMEDIATES!!!  He is a 
member of St. Timothy Lutheran Church in Charleston, 
WV.  He attends Capital University in Bexely, OH 
(Columbus).  While trying to earn a science education 
degree Matthew is very active with the Campus Crusade 
for Christ Chapter at Capital.  
Pass “IT” on!!  Numbers 6:24-26

Greetings from the Camp Luther Mouse!

Giggles
A little boy was overheard praying: 
"Lord, if you can't make me a better 
boy, don't worry about it. I'm having 
a real good time like I am."

Hey, everyone, please be sure to 
put your trash in the trash cans!  
Also, if you see a piece of trash on 
the ground, please PICK IT UP!  

Thanks for helping keep Camp Luther clean :  ) 

Junior Camp Scavenger Hunt Questions:
1. Who climbed to the top of the Leaning Tower of Pisa?
2. Who keeps bees?
3. Who has been a dancer for 19 years?
4. Whose favorite football team is the Dallas Cowboys?
5. Who climbed Mt. Fuji in Japan & Mt Kilimanjaro in Africa?
6. Who has eaten rattlesnake for dinner?
7. Who has 16 kids?
8. Who was a ballerina for six years?
9. Who owns a 1977 Chrysler New Yorker?
10. Who has 3 pot-bellied pigs and a one-eyed horse?
11. Who was on Good Morning America?
12. Who has had dinner on a submarine?
     answers on next page

Poor teacher Jess, she's had a rough time this week - she fell on the steps and bruised her shoulder 
Tuesday night and later on she found an unwelcome visitor in her sleeping bag.  Note to Jess: Check 
your sleeping bag for bees BEFORE getting into bed.I was watching yesterday during the impromptu 
creek stomp and heard one of the campers ask SB if she had a Life Alert button.  Our wonderful Nature 
Teacher is not only young at heart - she's absolutely too young for a "help I've fallen and I can't get up" button.  Ask her 
again in about 15 or 20 years.  Junior boys in upper whippoorwill like to talk till 1 am…hmmmmm.  Those were some 
interesting basketball players at the hot dog roast. WOW! Is there a junior girl who likes like a famous Disney star?  Oaks 
cabin likes sidewalk chalk.  The bubble party in front of Oaks is so much fun to watch.  GS & SG, please remember to use 
your sunscreen.  Thanks for being careful with the popsicle trash.  Why do the boys in Upper Whip-por-will like to sleep on 
the floor?  JR & LE: did you 2 have a slumber party in upper Mtn Rest? Which intermediate girl counselor has been 
serenading the upstairs ladies out of bed in the morning? Voice of an angel right there!  Senior counselor WM won’t have 
any trouble traveling at night. GB & MK: I loved your secret handshake! Was batman attacking the intermediate 
counselors in front of Mtn Rest? Why is TS carrying around a purse all week? Who was having a séance in AG & JR’s 
cabin the other night?  Who’s bringing  “IT” back home with them? Words with Friends, without cell phones, is called ‘
Scrabble’.  Who knew? Slabsides sure is getting “ripe”. Don’t forget to shower and USE SOAP people! EO: you lost me at 
dihydrogen monoxide, to MV. SV loves her baby boy! RS thinks RC is hot, but RC ain’t havin’ it cause he <3’s MV, if you 
can pry him away from JR. SJ: are you dying today, to go boating and fishing!!!Who is the Camp champ of “Bop It”??? 
The intermediates sure were having a blast at Family Feud and the Pool Party last night. I enjoyed an exquisite display of 
athleticism and grace with the counselors synchronized swimming showcase! ;) How many girls like SP? And not just 
intermediates either!!! Is everyone ready for tonight? Get your dancing shoes on!!!  Who was “leading the troops” in lower 
Slabsides yesterday? On a final note, Dean RR - I know you keep trying to catch me, but please remember you are living 
in MY house!  Don't be afraid, I'm just a little mouse.

Junior Camp Scavenger Hunt Answers: 1. Jennifer 2. Dom 3. Ashlee 4. Kathie 5. Marcie 6. Johanna 7. Lisa 8. Dean Joel (not really) 9. Andrew 10. Mark 11. Mary 12. Patty

What's Cookin' in the Dining Hall?
tonight's dinner - baked chicken, mashed potatoes, green beans

breakfast tomorrow - scrambled eggs, bacon, biscuits & gravy

lunch tomorrow - corn dogs

FAMILY FEUD
In order to compile the questions for Family 
Feud, the entire Camp Luther staff and all 
the intermediate campers completed a 25 
question survey.  Here’s an example of 
some of the questions & results: 

Q: What is your favorite “Camp” Food?
#1- Pizza-19 points
#2- Chicken- 14 points
#3- PBJ Sandwiches-12 points
#4- Bacon- 9 points
#5- Smores-8 points
#6-Spaghetti-6 points
#7- Subs-5 points
#8- French Toast-4 points

Q: Besides yourself, who is the smartest 
person in the world?
#1-Parents/ Mom/ Dad-22 points
#2-Jesus (God)-16 points
#3-Stephen Hawking-15 points
#4-My best friend-14 points
#5-Einstein-11 points 
#6-My counselor-8 points 
#7-Mike Propst-6 points
#8-Chuck Norris-4 points


