
Camp Luther Beacon
Jesus Chooses Us

"You did not choose me 
but I chose you.

(John 15:16)

Friday, June 24, 2011

Director's Message:
Ya know, of all of this week’s Director’s Message’s this last one is by far the most 
difficult to write.  And not because (cue violin music) the week is over and we 
might not see each other again (actually, I get sad knowing I’ll probably see some 
of these people again----Timmy Thompson, I’m looking at you  ).  

No, I think the reason this message is so hard to write is because I don’t want 
anyone to leave this camp who has not made a new friend, learned something they 
didn’t know a week ago, gotten closer in their relationship with God; in short, I don
’t want anyone to go through those gates tomorrow who has not had the “Camp 
Luther experience”.

We have a unique ministry here at Camp Luther and that is confirmed by every 
visitor to the camp.  I’ve never heard of another Lutheran church camp where the 
Bishop of the synod attends, the clergy are part of the staff and individuals of all 
ages, backgrounds, locations, etc. volunteer their time to make camp a success.  
Talk to your counselors about their “Camp Luther experience”.  I’m sure they’ll tell 
you that one of the main reasons they return year after year is to help you have a 
similar experience.  

I hope and pray that you had a great time at Camp Luther 2011, I really do.  I 
also hope and pray that you’ll take what you’ve learned back to the “real world” 

and apply it there (Lord knows it can use 
the help).  But most of all I hope that 
you realize that Jesus chose you and 
because of that you are now part of the 
Camp Luther ministry.  We hope to see 
you here next year---and bring a friend!

TTFN --- Tigger

Mizpah

Mike

Daily Bible Text  

On the Road to Emmaus  
Luke 24:13-35 (NIV 1984)

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem.  They were talking with 
each other about everything that had happened.  As they talked and 
discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and 
walked along with them; but they were kept from recognizing him.

He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk 
along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast.  One of them, named Cleopas, 
asked him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the 
things that have happened there in these days?”

“What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful 
in word and deed before God and all the people.  The chief priests 
and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they 
crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going 
to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this 
took place.  In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went 
to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They came 
and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was 
alive.  Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said, but him they did not see.”

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken!  Did not the Christ have to 
suffer these things and then enter his glory?”   And beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in 
all the Scriptures concerning himself.

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted 
as if he were going farther.  But they urged him strongly, “Stay with 
us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to 
stay with them.

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, 
broke it and began to give it to them.  Then their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight.  They 
asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found 
the Eleven and those with them, assembled together and saying, “It 
is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”  Then the 
two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was 
recognized by them when he broke the bread.

Last Night's Activities 

What a night! The dance was fabulous! The Seniors certainly 
enjoyed having the Intermediates join them for some fun in 
Upper Burton...everyone looked so handsome and pretty!  
Has anyone heard if Maddy Whittemore was able to get 
anyone to dance with her with the help of the MAGIC vest? 
We certainly hope so.

Last Day Juniors!!! We have had a terrific week, thank you all. 
Last night we started off with a great Vespers by the dining 
hall, and then walked up to the Bull Pen to participate in 
Kangaroo Court. A big thanks to the junior staff for always 
making “IT” work. The s’mores were delicious also.  Keep 
your faith strong kids when you go back home, and remember
…we are a C.H.R.I.S.T.I.A.N.

Senior Camp News
In class, we learned about choosing friends, and how Jesus 
chooses us no matter what clothes we wear or whatʼs the color 
of our hair. It was so rewarding to sit in the “hot seat” in the 
center of our small groups to hear the wonderful compliments 
from our group mates. So much kindness!

As usual, our afternoon was filled with some fun, some work 
(getting those rocks painted!) and some hanging out time.

As the Senior Seniors prepare for their last night as Camp 
Luther campers today, just know that they can always call these 
hillsides home.

AFTERNOON SPORTS ACTIVITIES:

The Juniors vs staff kickball game will be on the 
lower ballfield at 2:45 pm.

"Worms A Plenty" - With the misfortune of the 
missing van keys on Wednesday, the Intermediate 
lake trip was postponed.  It is a great pleasure to 
announce that new worms have been aquired and anyone 
that is interested can join Sharon the Nature Lady for 
Boating & Fishing at the lake. Meet at 2:00 pm in front of 
the White House.

What's Happening Tonight?
This evening the Junior Campers can be found on 
the front lawn at the Friday Street Fiesta. 

The Intermediates will be in the Bullpen for their 
Friday night Slideshow and directory signing and 
the Seniors will have Senior Tributes & Legacies. 

Yesterday's Sports Recap:

Even though there were no sports 
challenges on Thursday, Camp Luther 
was still a busy place.  The Intermediates 
played flag football and the Juniors tried 
their hands (and feet) at Crab Soccer.  

Down by the pool there was a serious 
diving competition going on.  The term 
"gainer" was being thrown around.

On the asphalt, 4 square was dominating 
(as usual) and lots of people were 
enjoying shuffleboard.  

Meet Cindy Winger - Camp Nurse
Cindy Winger has been working this week as a camp nurse.  This is her first time at Camp Luther, 
although camp runs in her family - she has 3 children who have all come to Camp Luther.  (Her 
daughter, Elizabeth Januszkiewicz, is a Senior camper.)   They all have very fond memories of 
their time here.   She lives in Huntington, WV and has had a wonderful time making her own 
memories here at Camp Luther. 

Thanks, Cindy, for all your work this week! 

Greetings from the Camp Luther Mouse!

Giggles
Six-year old Angie and her four-year old brother 
Joel were sitting together in church. Joel giggled, 
sang and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister 
had had enough. "You're not supposed to talk 
out loud in church" "Why? Who's going to stop 
me?" Joel asked. Angie pointed to the back of 
the church and said, "See those two men 
standing by the door? They're hushers."

What's Cookin' in the Dining Hall?
tonight's dinner - spaghetti, tossed salad, garlic bread
breakfast tomorrow - french toast sticks, sausage, fruit

God answers 
knee-mail!

Books of the Bible Word Scramble
SNIGEE  SIVECTIL
SAAOLIRTVEN ODUESX
HEALIJ  TEWATM

Camp	  Luther	  Rap
by	  Jonathan	  Hines,	  age	  11,	  
Junior	  camper	  from	  Fayetteville,	  NC

We’re	  the	  Jesus	  Christ	  children
Saving	  souls	  is	  our	  game
We	  should	  want	  salvation
and	  not	  all	  that	  fame

We	  need	  lives	  saved
and	  the	  road	  to	  Heaven	  paved
we	  can’t	  get	  all	  caved
around	  the	  things	  that	  we’ve	  
done
and	  the	  victories	  that	  we’ve	  won

yo	  yo	  we	  got	  mediocrity
in	  our	  society
we	  need	  to	  get	  it	  out	  
so	  don’t	  stand	  there	  and	  pout
we	  got	  lives	  to	  change
and	  souls	  to	  rearrange

they	  may	  call	  you	  a	  stranger
and	  way	  out	  of	  range
but	  don’t	  let	  it	  hurt	  you
just	  remember	  our	  soul-‐ranger
who	  just	  happened
to	  be	  born	  in	  a	  manger

our	  lives	  are	  good
their	  lives	  are	  probably	  bad
we	  need	  to	  start	  livin’	  rad
we	  need	  to	  do	  what	  we	  should	  	  
and	  not	  just	  livin’	  good
but	  livin’	  great
for	  God’s	  name	  sake

obeying	  our	  mothers	  and	  fathers
savin’	  souls	  too
that’s	  what	  we	  do
we	  want	  you	  to	  too

WORD

Senior Legacies 2011

AC and KS are the HUG RAIDERS! Ask them for a demonstration!  JB has a 
secret admirer.  Why is it that the junior boys like to put their feet on the 
ceiling?  I was at the Bullpen last night while the Juniors were having Kangaroo 
Court.  What a great night!  Stuff had the 1st witness in Kangaroo Court 
ever?!? The Junior boys need a shower ASAP.  Trenton loves the rooster.  
Who TP’d Whippoorwill???? Must have been the same folks who TP’d Frontview.  Is Uncle 
Mark a Centaur? What did Jared step on in the shower? PEE YEW. I saw Cats and Dogs 
last night during a storm. Is DA a legit Nun?  Wow!!! So many cute “couples” breaking it 
down in upper Burton last night! CS & WC: what’s up?  AG’s Family Feud team sure did 
look sharp being escorted by some snazzy looking seniors! Thanks seniors! How did MK’s 
entire cabin go to the dance with McDonald’s food? Lol… I saw AF & MK’s  cabin groups 
clean off all of the intermediate girls tables at dinner last night—THANKS GIRLS! YOU 
ROCK!!!  MN- did you get a visit from the tooth fairy? LH- are you gonna’ need to borrow 
Dean TR’s hearing aides sooner, rather than later, your iPod is soooooooo loud!!!! I, the 
camp mouse, made an appearance for the intermediate staff party in the Bull Pen… I 
couldn’t stay long because of the girl who kept speaking of her deep love for cats worried 
me into thinking maybe there was a stray around!!! And, I outsmarted your silly traps Dean 
RR!!! Did everyone get to enjoy the bubblegum toothpaste flavored muffins in the dining 
hall? RS-your rendition of “Mmm Beef Stew” at the 5 o’clock news was A-mazing! CT & EF 
<3 !?!? I’ve enjoyed the music blaring from the the Bull Pen all week! Who in EO’s group 

wasn’t able to “fit in” a shower for 2 days?! Who in Slabsides HAS 
actually had a shower all week? I really enjoyed the all camp 
vespers at the pool Wednesday night- the grace was amazing! And, 
I know His grace will go with you all as you leave this beautiful 
mountain. Take “IT” with you; pass “IT” on; until we meet again next 
year!!!  Dean RR, I'm sorry that my friends and I bothered you so 

much this week.  We'll try to behave better next year.  Maybe we 
will relocate to Slabsides.  It's nicer anyway.  I hope everyone has 
a safe trip home tomorrow.  I'll see you next year!

Meredith Anderson-Cain - Greta was my favorite 
counselor...sorry Lori! lol

Kyler Bandy - Camp Luther is a piece of my life that I 
will never forget.  Live "it", learn "it", and love "it."

AJ Beitzel - I am the one and only true Batman so 
please don’t forget it. And for those who read this 
don't be afraid to branch out and talk to new people. 
Trust me you will enjoy it.

Chelsie Beitzel - I have only been at Camp for five 
years. Those five years have been amazing. I’m gonna 
miss my family here.  PS: We need an ICEE machine 
in Senior Camp!

Grayson Berg - Camp Luther is a great place and I’ll 
never forget my seven years here. I’ll miss everyone 
and you’ve all touched my heart in a special way. Yert.

Kaitlin Burke - Camp Luther has been an amazing place 
for me to find God. I also enjoyed making many new 
friends whom I will never forget.

Emma Busse - Thanks Camp Luther for shaping me 
into the person I am today. Spending time with family 
and friends who’ve become family will forever be some 
of my favorite memories.

Erin Conner - Camp is my home away from home. 
When I come here I know I’ll be safe. I love Camp 
Luther. It won’t ever leave my heart.

Zack Dobrzynski - I’ve been at Camp for 5 years. It’s 
been amazing from lower Rustic to Senior Senior year. 
I am squirrel and I will miss this home for all my life.

Rachel Elliott - Although I’ve only been here 5 years, I 
have enjoyed the Camp activities, my friends, and the 
counselors. I encourage everyone to never waste a 
second at Camp Luther. 

Donald Mallory - One of the greatest experiences of 
my life and I’ll always hold a place in my heart for 
this place and the people in it. I will miss you all.

Megan Roe - I would like to thank everyone atCamp 
for making my Camp experience amazing. I consider 
Camp Luther my home away from home and 
everyone here is my second family.

Alison Roth - Try to keep Camp alive as much as you 
can. It will be funner that way! I’ve been in Camp for 
10 years. I have kept it alive in me.

Maressa Sell - It has been a wonderful 10 years here 
at camp.  I will miss everyone and will always 
remember the years I had here.  Camp Luther is 
surely a wonderful place.

Kristina Shivel - I’ve been here for ten years and all I 
have to say is no matter how fun it sounds, never 
jump off of an overly large rock. Bad idea...promise.

Kristin Stemple - We made “IT” - keep “IT” alive. 
What you put into Camp is what you get out. Mizpah!

Sarah Westphal - Camp Luther was my help for the 
bad, the happy for the sad, and the family to help me 
through it all. I love you Camp Luther.

Maddy Whittemore - Thank you to my friends and 
counselors, especially Alice, Kristen, Tim and Pastor 
Randy. All of you have made CL my home and and 
the best experience of my life. Mizpah.

Andrew Weirick - I would like to thank the counselors 
and ministers that impacted my life and help shape 
me into the adult I am. I love Camp Luther with all my 
heart.

Multiples!  Multiples!  Multiples!
There are many sets of multiples (twins/triplets) at camp 
this year.  By our count, we have 8.  If the Camp Mouse got 
it right, there are 4 sets of twins in Junior Camp (Hinkle, 
Jenkins, Smuda, Stone), 1 set in Intermediate camp (Day) 
and 3 groups in Senior camp (Beitzel, Klemm, Vatalare).  
That's a lot of campers!

Bonus points to the senior campers.  Every 
day there have been seniors helping in the 
dining hall after meals (mostly lunch).  They 
wipe down the tables and then reset them 
for the next meal.  It has been a HUGE help 
for the Camp Caesar kitchen staff.  

Campers have been 
asking all week about 
Director Mike's ring.  The 
Camp Mouse was able to 
capture a picture of it!


